
From the Fire Chief
 
Dear OCFA Family:
 
A few months ago, we launched an automated survey that is texted to 911 callers after an OCFA response.
This system, which replaced our antiquated snail mail surveys of yesteryear, is already yielding much data
that confirms our standing as a national model for service excellence. Case in point, more than 95% of
respondents praised our dispatchers’ helpfulness, our response times, and the courtesy and aid provided by
our crews.
 
The evolving nature of this survey aligns with our organizational values — from pursuit of truth to continuous
improvement — and empowers us to share our data-driven success with our communities, Board Directors,
and the state and federal legislators upon whom we rely for funding and support.
 
The success reflected in the survey aside, it is the narrative behind the numbers that inspire me most;
firefighters and professional staff whose depth of excellence cannot be fully measured by a questionnaire; first
responders so connected to our service principles, they have become the physical manifestation of what
“right” looks like – on duty or off, in good and challenging times, and always in service of others. 
 
Evidence of this culture abounds throughout this Bulletin — from FF Shelly Appleby, FF/PM Monay Lee, and
FF Missy Forrett’s recent representation of OCFA at the recent National Fire Academy to the “second to none”
excellence of  Academy 57.
 
And given June’s National Flag Day and the upcoming Independence Day, I would be remiss not to include a
salute to the firefighters whose respect and care for our nation’s flag reflects its significance to the fire service
and the communities we serve. On National Flag Day, Captain Danny Goodwin and the crew of Truck 56
brought a new American flag and mounting hardware to the historic Miramar Theatre in San Clemente, which
has been closed for several years. The crew then utilized their aerial ladder to remove the dilapidated flag
from the iconic location and mount the new one that now waves proudly over a grateful community.    
 
Around the same time, members of the Academy Cadre — FF/PM Luke Collins, FF/PM Albert Morales,
FF/PM Jaime Martinez, and FF Dustin DePaola — were cleaning up after leading recruits through wildland
training in an area that has been designated as a potential future veteran and first responder cemetery. When
cemetery district staff alerted the firefighters that the site’s American flag had fallen, they rushed in to pick up,
clean, and fold the flag until the flagpole was repaired and it could be re-raised.
 
With crews like that and the incredible team of professional staff who support them, it is no surprise that our
new automated surveys reflect the heart of service, kindness, and care that has become synonymous with the
OCFA. That is who we are, and I am both grateful for all you do to breathe life into that truth and honored to
serve with you as we continue our ascension as a national model of fire service excellence.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Brian Fennessy
Fire Chief

MONTHLY SPOTLIGHT - EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE

Pass-Along Podcast
On this episode of the Pass-Along Podcast, Assistant Chiefs of Field Operations Shane Sherwood & Tim
Perkins discuss the Wildland Program with Battalion Chief Nathan Arellano; Hand Crew Superintendents
Scott Gorman and Branden Davis; Assistant Superintendent Joe Darling; Hand Crew Squad Bosses Brian
Henderson, Matt Nichols, and Matt Hidalgo; and Heavy Equipment Operator Alan Perrault.

Click to Listen!

Station 24 Contract Awarded

OCFA is proud to announce the
contract for Fire Station 24 has
been awarded and construction is
well underway.
 
OCFA staff, in partnership with the
Mission Viejo, have broken
ground on temporary fire station
24, which will be complete and
fully operational in September
2023.
 
Demo and grading of the existing
Station 24 is set to begin in the
fall, and the new permanent
station construction is scheduled
to be complete by the end of 2024
with a fully operational station
expected by early 2025. 
 
The new permanent station will
not only minimize the
consumption of energy with solar
integration, but also provides
comfortable living and working
quarters for firefighters. 
 
The project is currently on
schedule with no anticipated
delays.

Academy 57 Graduation
On June 21, 2023, we celebrated the 34 graduates of Academy 57. Graduation highlights below! 

 

Station 61 Kitten Rescue
Thanks to the crew at Station 61, Smoky the kitten has eight lives left. Watch the story below!

 

EQUITY & INCLUSION

Women's Weekend at the National Fire Academy 

Last week, FF Shelly Appleby, FF/PM Monay Lee, and FF Missy Forrett represented the OCFA at the National
Fire Academy. Their presence was integral to the success of the first-ever Women's National Weekend in
partnership with Women in Fire, and we look forward to the leadership lessons they bring back to the OCFA
with them. "Engaging with other individuals who had had similar experiences and bonding over our shared
passion for public service is unlike anything else," said FF Forrett upon her return. "It was such a supportive
environment... and I gained friends and mentors for life!"  

June 2023 DE&I Status Update

Follow this website for updates on the OCFA's progress in
the work of diversity, equity, and inclusion. We are creating

a
framework for how we can carry out this work at the OCFA.

Do you have a suggestion or know of a community
opportunity we can participate in? Send them to

julianvelarde@ocfa.org

Visit the DEI Website

SOCIAL MEDIA
Over the past month OCFA's social media platforms had:
 
•    Over 1.5 million impressions (eyes on our content)
•    66.7 K engagements (interaction with our content)
•    1,070 link clicks/redirects 
•    240 new followers
 
Despite this social media success, we are always looking to improve and share information of interest with each other and
the communities we serve. To that end, there is now a new area on the HIVE for all OCFA personnel (safety and non-
safety) to submit photos, videos, and story ideas for OCFA’s social media accounts and other information-sharing
platforms.
 

Click to Submit Photos/Videos Click to Read the Memo

Top Social Media Posts 

Santa Ana Commercial Structure Fire

On May 19th, Firefighter Paramedics
responded to a multiple-vehicle traffic
collision near Jamboree Road and
Main Street in Irvine. The crash was
declared an MCI (Multi-Casualty
Incident). Three trauma patients were
then transported and one additional
patient declined ambulance
transportation after being assessed.

Click For Social Media Post

OCFA Fire Cadet Program Donation

Thank you to our friends at The Kevin Woyjeck
Explorers For Life Association for donating 30
helmets and 30 sets of boots to the OCFA Fire Cadet
program. We appreciate their generous support of
our Fire Cadets and the relationship we share.
 
The Kevin Woyjeck Explorers For Life Assoc. Inc. is
a non-profit organization started by Kevin Woyjeck’s
parents, Joe and Anna Woyjeck. It was founded as a
way to honor and carry on Kevin’s legacy after his
line of duty passing battling the Yarnell, AZ wildfire
on June 30th, 2013, alongside 19 crewmates.
 
KWEFLA helps young men and women successfully
participate in fire career related explorer programs,
just like Kevin did himself. Kevin truly enjoyed the
explorer program and what it had to offer him in
reaching his dreams.

Click For Social Media Post

OCFA Fire Cadet Wildland Training
OCFA Fire Cadets spent two weekends getting dirty and getting great hands on time in the wildland arena.
Huge thanks go out to our Santiago and El Toro Type 1 Hand Crews, Assistant Superintendent Danny
Kamakani, and Firefighter and Cadet Advisor Preston Root for their dedication and tutelage as the cadets
earned their S-130 Firefighter Training (Wildland) and S-190 Introduction to Wildland Fire Behavior certificates.

 

Click for Social Media Post

Community Outreach Campaigns

Drowning Prevention Public Service Announcement

 

OCFA Drowning Prevention Website

Fourth of July Firework Safety

 

OCFA 4th of July Safety Website

Wildfire Preparedness Campaign
May was National Wildfire Awareness Month, a good time to prepare in case one of these dangerous blazes affects your
neighborhood. OCFA send out a Wildfire Awareness Campaign to all our city partners to encourage them to share this
important safety message with their communities. 

2023 Wildfire Campaign Fact Sheet Ready, Set, Go! Website

Orange County Fire Authority In the News

Eyes in the Sky Help Fire Suppression Fleet Fly Around the Clock
Yahoo! Finance - May 1, 2023
 
Minivan Driver Sought After Crashing Into Santa Ana Apartment, Injuring 2
KNBC-TV - May 1, 2023
 
Woman critically injured after vehicle slams into apartment complex in Santa Ana hit-and-run
KTLA-TV - May 2, 2023
 
Van crashes through Santa Ana apartment, hospitalizing 2; driver at large
CBS News - May 2, 2023
 
Crime and Public Safety | 2 hospitalized after minivan slams into Santa…
The Orange County Register - May 2, 2023
 
Orange County teen develops early wildfire detection device
KTLA-TV - May 2, 2023
 
Orange County Fire Authority releases music video paying tribute to veterans
CBS News - May 2, 2023
 
Driver flees after van slams into Santa Ana apartment building, injuring 2
MSN.com - May 3, 2023
 
Firefighters find dead body in a Los Alamitos creek
Yahoo! News - May 4, 2023
 
Body recovered from wash near Coyote Creek area
KTTV-TV - May 4, 2023
 
Man Dies In Orange County Flood Control Channel Thursday
Patch.com - May 4, 2023
 
Pedestrian hit, killed by vehicle in Santa Ana
KTLA-TV - May 7, 2023
 
Probe underway after pedestrian is fatally struck in Santa Ana
CBS News - May 7, 2023
 
Authorities investigating a man’s death after being struck and killed by Metrolink train in Irvine
KTLA-TV - May 8, 2023
 
Local News | Coastal fire bucked norms, is a reminder to…
The Orange County Register - May 10, 2023
 
Man Dies After Being Struck by Metrolink Train in Irvine
The Epoch Times - May 10, 2023
 
Seal Beach officer injured in traffic collision
MSN.com - May 12, 2023
 
One year after Coastal Fire in Laguna Niguel, residents of more than 20 homes remain displaced
MSN.com - May 13, 2023
 
3 people hospitalized after Irvine pileup
KTLA-TV - May 19, 2023
 
Motorist Killed in Single-Vehicle, Fiery Crash in Irvine
The Epoch Times - May 20, 2023
 
Buena Park police officer hospitalized following 2-vehicle crash
KTLA-TV - May 20, 2023
 
Man killed in motorcycle crash in Orange County
MSN.com - May 20, 2023
 
1 Dead After Car Slams Tree, Catches Fire In Irvine
Patch.com - May 22, 2023
 
Firefighter Dad Saves Toddler From Drowning In RivCo
Patch.com - May 23, 2023
 
Woman trapped down manhole rescued in Orange County
KTLA-TV - May 23, 2023
 
Woman falls in manhole in Santa Ana
KTTV-TV - May 23, 2023
 
May is Military Appreciation Month and the 50th-anniversary celebration of the homecoming of America’s POWs from Vietnam
KTLA-TV - May 23, 2023
 
Woman trapped down manhole is rescued from sewer, California firefighters say
Yahoo! News - May 24, 2023
 
Pax helps with mental wellness at OC Fire Authority
Spectrum News 1_LA-WEST - May 24, 2023
 
Federal judge says Forest Service pollutes waterways with fire retardant; allows use until EPA permit is obtained
The Press Democrat - May 26, 2023
 
California’s cliffs are crumbling as climate change reshapes the coast
The Washington Post - May 26, 2023
 
Retired Orange County fire captain is running for Congress
MSN.com - May 31, 2023
 
Minors arrested after video shows crowd attack 3 US Marines at California pier, police say
USA Today - May 31, 2023
 
Teens Arrested in Connection With Group Attack on Marines Over Memorial Day Weekend
The Epoch Times - May 31, 2023
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/ep-67-wildland-update/id1244873191?i=1000618020729
https://vimeo.com/839847438
https://vimeo.com/840616495
https://ocfa.org/AboutUs/Departments/HumanResourcesDirectory/DEIProgress.aspx
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